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one of the things was that he was big
enough to share his space with you re-
gardless of whether you were a fresh-
man or you had been here for a consid-
erable amount of time. Congressman
Hastings never hesitated to share his
space with you. He never hesitated to
give advice. He never hesitated to men-
tor, and he genuinely wanted you to do
well.

Congressman Hastings was a true
friend, and it didn’t matter if he agreed
with everything you said. He didn’t
have to. If you were his friend, he un-
derstood that friends didn’t always
agree on everything because, see, Alcee
was his own man. We heard the song
earlier today, and he did it his way.

He was his own man with his own be-
liefs, his own principles. He allowed me
to be my own woman with my own be-
liefs. He allowed all of us, in our re-
spective places. That is the kind of
man, the giant of a man, that he was.

Congressman Hastings didn’t waste a
lot of time fighting over trivial mat-
ters. He was on a mission. He was fight-
ing for justice. I really can’t remember
a time he was not fighting for justice.
He didn’t mind fighting for women’s
rights even after he had made it him-
self. He didn’t mind fighting for equal
rights. He didn’t mind fighting for
human rights. He didn’t mind fighting
for the LGBTQ community. He didn’t
mind standing up and fighting for peo-
ple who were different from him.

Congressman Hastings dedicated his
life to fighting for a better Florida and,
therefore, fighting for a better Nation.

I say to my colleagues that if you
were in a fight, you wanted Congress-
man Hastings on your side. Madam
Speaker, as we know, someone will
take his space, but I don’t believe that
anyone can ever take his place.

I would like to close with just a short
scripture from Psalm 56 that says: “‘In
God I trust; I will not be afraid. What
can man do to me? I am under vows to
You, O God; I will present my thank of-
ferings to You. For You have delivered
me from ... stumbling, that I may
walk before God in the light of life.”

Congressman Hastings was not
afraid, and we are forever grateful for
his life well lived.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. We are truly
grateful for his life.

Madam Speaker, how much time is
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Texas has 4 minutes re-
maining.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I will bring this Special Order to a
close, and I want to remind our col-
leagues of this very special Special
Order 1led by Chairwoman JOYCE
BEATTY. Then, we heard from DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, SANFORD BISHOP,
BENNIE THOMPSON, EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON, our Majority Leader HOYER,
BARBARA LEE, and GWEN MOORE. We
heard from LuUcy MCBATH and VAL
DEMINGS, and we heard from others in
their voices throughout the day and in
their statements.
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So let me try to summarize this life.
This giant of a man was a Federal
judge and a tireless fighter for justice
and equality. He was the dean of the
Florida delegation. He led an inter-
national organization never before led
by an American, never before led by an
African American.

But let me tell you what I believe
really meant something to Alcee’s life.
First, his beautiful wife, Patricia, and
all of his family members who we pay
tribute to for sharing him with us. But
he was a Florida A&M man. He was a
Fisk man. All over the country, I
would hear Fiskites saying: ‘‘Alcee
Hastings went to Fisk.” And Alcee
Hastings would let you know he went
Fisk University. He honored that uni-
versity, and they honored him.

As a member of the National Bar As-
sociation myself, that is where I got to
know Alcee Hastings. Oh, as a little,
small pip of a lawyer myself, I looked
up to Alcee Hastings and the words
that he would say. In his own organiza-
tion, he would be a guest speaker, a
civil rights lawyer, as well as a civil
rights fighter.

Yes, Alcee Hastings was born to a
butler and a maid who left the South
so that they could get money for him
to go to school. And his dad said to
him: ‘“Be your own boss.”

As I said, he ultimately went on to
law school. But he also sat at the sit-
in counters: Walgreens, where the indi-
viduals put ketchup and smashed eggs
on him. Oh, Alcee could have turned
around with vengeance, but he under-
stood the message of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., that violence begets nothing,
and he peacefully sat. But that didn’t
mean that he was going to allow them
to get the best of Alcee Hastings.

He went on to be a civil rights law-
yer. He went on to file lawsuits and de-
segregate the schools and the Cat’s
Meow restaurant that he had gone to.

Wasn’t it poetic justice when he was
named a circuit court judge and the in-
vestiture ceremony was at the high
school that he had helped desegregate?

Yes, he was a Federal judge. Yes, of
course, he did great things. He stopped
the deportation of 76 Haitians, when
they thought they were gone.

Then, in 1992, he made history again,
becoming one of the first African
Americans coming up to this great
body from Florida since Reconstruc-
tion, joining Corrine Brown and Carrie
Meek.

The Helsinki Commission was a spe-
cial love for him. Can you imagine an
international organization led for the
first time—they had to vote for him.
And that was a place where they raised
up the issue of slavery. They raised up
reparations. They raised up human
rights. They raised up stopping hatred
around the world. Alcee set that tone.

Then, of course, he continued to
counsel, even in these times. I would
come to him. Lucy MCBATH reminded
me, as a cancer survivor, you would al-
ways check on him. But I tell you, he

H2041

would walk in with those socks and
those suits, and he would be having a
pep in his step.

But let me leave you with this: Con-
tinuing to do nothing in the face of
continued threats to our people and
our way of life is hardly what America
elected us to do.

So as I close, let me simply say:
Deepest sympathy. But let me remind
his family that those who die in the
Lord—and I paraphrase—they will, in
fact, rest from their labor, but their
deeds will follow them. Alcee Hastings’
deeds will follow him. A tribute to
America, a Floridian, a son, and a
great man, both of this Nation and as a
freedom fighter.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

———

BORDER CRISIS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

THE BIDEN
SO-CALLED
PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. JOHN-
SON) for 60 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, during my Special Order to-
night, my colleagues and I will address
the inaction by the Biden administra-
tion and House Democrats to address
this major crisis that we see on our
southern border, this humanitarian cri-
sis. And, yes, that is the right word. It
is a crisis by any objective measure.

We are also going to address tonight
the President’s so-called infrastructure
plan. That is a lot for us to talk about.
So we will squeeze it into this hour.

When President Biden was inaugu-
rated, the American people will re-
member, Madam Speaker, that he
called for unity. He promised to work
across the aisle, to work with Repub-
licans in Congress. But so far those
words have been completely empty
promises.

Everyone can acknowledge and ev-
eryone can see on television that there
is a real crisis at the southern border,
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and it is a crisis of the administra-
tion’s creation.

President Biden has stopped con-
struction of the border wall. He re-
implemented the catch-and-release pol-
icy of the Obama administration. He
reversed the remain in Mexico policy of
the Trump administration. And he se-
lectively is enforcing immigration
laws.

The results are not surprising. Our
Border Patrol is now completely over-
whelmed, and the southwest border en-
counters have reached a 15-year high. I
want you to look at these numbers,
Madam Speaker. This is the border cri-
sis. The first column here is January of
this year. We had 78,323 southwest bor-
der encounters. The next month, in
February, it goes up to 100,441. Last
month, in March, it was 171,700. This is
a crisis. We all know the numbers for
April are going to be staggering.

I know that there are Members on
both sides of the aisle here—I know
there are Members, our Democrat col-
leagues, who want to join us to take
action to fix this. But we can’t do it
without the administration.

Look, here are five simple steps that
we can take that would help end the
border crisis:

Number one, finish the wall;

Number two, reinstate the remain in
Mexico policy;

Number three, turn away high-risk
individuals at our border. These are
dangerous folks, some of them, coming
across, and we know that.

Number four, require negative COVID
tests before releasing migrants, illegal
immigrants, into the U.S.;

Number five, let’s send a clear mes-
sage to the whole world to discourage
illegal immigration.

What a concept. These aren’t dif-
ficult things. The Trump administra-
tion had it all figured out, but now pol-
itics has gotten in the way of good pol-
icy.

In addition to finally solving the bor-
der crisis, there is another item in the
news that Americans desperately want
us to address, and that is the need for
an infrastructure package. That could
be a bipartisan solution that we could
all work on together. It should be non-
partisan, but because it impacts every
single congressional district in every
State, all of us, every American, wants
this to happen.

But the plan that the White House
introduced isn’t really about infra-
structure at all. In fact, only 6 percent
of the $2.5 trillion proposal would go
towards bridges, highways, and roads.
The rest goes to fund Democrat Big
Government priorities, like the Green
New Deal, and payoffs to liberal special
interest groups. What an outrage.

The facts are that the House major-
ity is the slimmest of any House ma-
jority since World War II, and the Sen-
ate is divided 50/50. Given these facts,
we just want our Democratic col-
leagues and President Biden to end this
partisan agenda for the sake of the
American people.
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I look forward, Madam Speaker, to
hearing from my Republican colleagues
tonight about both of these issues.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN), who represents the Sixth
Congressional District of Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to address the Chair with
regard to the upcoming infrastructure
bill. I am going to talk about some
numbers. I don’t mean to bore you with
numbers.

When you put together a bill, you
don’t want to be an outlier. I am going
to address two areas in which I think
this bill makes this an outlier in very,
very serious ways.

The first one is, you have changes in
the tax law. And when you look at the
taxes that a business pays in this coun-
try, a corporation, you have to look at
kind of a double taxation. They will
tax you at a corporate rate when the
business earns the money; and when
the business gives the money to its
shareholders, you will be taxed at a
dividend rate.

There is a graph here comparing all
of the OECD countries around the
world as to where they stand on this
combined tax rate. The lowest coun-
tries, the Baltic countries, Latvia and
Estonia, are 20 percent.

Right now, the United States, even
after the last tax cut, at 47 percent, is
middle of the pack. Actually, a little
bit higher. If the tax hikes are put in
effect that are published right now,
you are going up to 62.7 percent. In
other words, of the over 20 countries
here, the United States will have the
highest combined dividend, plus cor-
porate tax rate. That is an outlier and
a dangerous place to be an outlier.

There are a lot of things that go into
a decision as to where you put a manu-
facturing facility, but taxes is cer-
tainly one of them. And given one of
our goals should be to bring manufac-
turing back to the country, it is a bad
place to be as the highest combined
corporate tax rate, plus dividends.

The next area I am going to address
is the money supply. To a certain ex-
tent, because of previous bills passed
during the COVID crisis, we have had a
rather dramatic increase in the money
supply.

I would suggest you google ‘‘M1.”
You will see that, in the last 6 months,
the amount of dollars floating around
has gone through the roof. Some peo-
ple, including me, would say M2 would
be a better measurement. But even if
you look at M2, we have a 27 percent
increase in the money supply over the
past year. That is just screaming we
are going to have a lot of inflation in
the very near future.

It is certainly not the only reason,
but we already see the rapid increase in
the cost of housing construction. We
see an increase in food prices and an in-
crease in energy prices. This is given
what we have already done.

Now, you are going to tell us—or
some people are going to say that we
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are going to raise enough taxes to pay
for this spending. But we are going to
be raising enough taxes over the next
10 or 15 years. We know around here
that when we say we are going to make
a pay-for the next 10 or 15 years, a lot
of times that pay-for never material-
izes.

So I am afraid we are going to have
another big increase in the money sup-
ply when we have already had a 27 per-
cent increase in the last year, and this
is going to come back and cause seri-
ous concern. I beg the majority to look
at a graph of the combined tax rates,
us compared to the other OECD coun-
tries, and I beg them to look at the
money supply and don’t make us any
more of an outlier on either.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Wisconsin for that dire warning. I
guess if you subscribe to modern mone-
tary theory, none of this is a concern,
but it is for those of us who live in the
real world.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FALLON), who
represents the Fourth Congressional
District of Texas.

Mr. FALLON. Madam Speaker, the
Biden infrastructure plan is another
classic example of the old bait-and-
switch. Much like the COVID relief
bill, where only 9 percent of the $1.9
trillion price tag actually went to
COVID relief, this plan has very little
to do with infrastructure.

The definition of the word in the
Cambridge Dictionary is: The basic
system and services, such as transport
and power supplies, that a country or
organization uses in order to work ef-
fectively.

So we know what it really means:
roads, bridges; and, in the 21st century,
broadband internet would qualify.

How much of the $2.2 trillion is actu-
ally going to infrastructure?

$115 billion is set aside for bridges,
roads, and highways; just 5 percent.
And under a more broad definition, if
we include public transportation and
broadband, the total grows to $405 bil-
lion, which is still just 18 percent of
the new spending.

So where does the other 82 percent
go?

Democrats across the country have
said their definition of infrastructure
includes universal pre-K, climate ac-
tion, climate justice, eradicating right-
to-work environments, caregiving, af-
fordable housing, ©police account-
ability, and paid leave.

This ain’t infrastructure.

So we all know what this is: The
largest corporate welfare slush fund in
American history.

Joe Biden will have virtual carte
blanche to nepotistically dole out hun-
dreds of billions of dollars to curry
favor with allies, supporters, friends,
and family.

This isn’t the hallmark of innova-
tion, but it will ensure that the D.C.
swamp continues to be a festering pool
of corruption.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I thank
the gentleman from Texas.

We came here to drain the swamp,
but it is really difficult during the cur-
rent administration. We will get back
to it soon, though, I am confident of
that.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA), who
represents the Fifth District.

Mr. LATTA. I thank my friend for
yielding and hosting tonight’s Special
Order.

Quite a few of us have gone down to
the border in the last several weeks,
and, Madam Speaker, we do have a cri-
sis at the border. When I say, a crisis,
I mean an unmitigated crisis at the
border.

We were at McAllen and going in to
see the border crossing that night and
the people streaming across, the Bor-
der Patrol was probably going to proc-
ess over a thousand people that night.
A thousand people.

The next morning, we were able to go
to the Donna facility. And the Donna
facility, the best way to describe it, it
is a canvas building, you might say, a
very nice building. It has air condi-
tioning and all, but it was only built to
hold 250 people. The day we were there,
there were 3,500 people being housed
there, the vast majority being kids.

We went into the pods they have.
These pods are only supposed to hold 33
children. One held 412. Another had 450.
And the week before there were over
600 in one.

There is a problem; it is a crisis. But
it is not being seen as a crisis down at
the White House. I implore the Presi-
dent and the Vice President to go down
there and see what is happening. It is
absolutely essential, because these
children that are being held there, ac-
cording to what they say, they are sup-
posed to only be there for 72 hours.
Some are being held for 3 weeks. One
little girl was there for over 28 days.

So we do have a crisis at the border.
It has got to be noted, and the Presi-
dent and Vice President have to know
it. It is absolutely essential.

Let me just finish with this: The
other thing that is happening, when
you take 40 percent of our Border Pa-
trol offline and put them into the fa-
cilities and also in processing, we have
got drugs flowing across the border.
Last year we had 88,000 people in this
country die of overdoses. That is going
up exponentially.

So let’s get something done down
there, Mr. President. It is essential. We
have got to do it today.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I thank
my friend for that compelling eye-
witness account. Anyone who is look-
ing at the evidence cannot deny this is
a problem.

I would like to yield to the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Mrs. LESKO).
Being from a border State, she knows a
whole lot about this.

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, there
is a border crisis. Let’s just face it.
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President Biden even slipped over the
weekend and said it was a crisis. Then
the White House had to pull it back.
When thousands of people are crossing
the border each and every day, it is a
humanitarian crisis, it is a health cri-
sis, and it is a national security crisis
because we now know that at least a
couple of the people that they caught
were on the terrorist watch list.

Just yesterday, the Governor of Ari-
zona declared a State emergency and
sent National Guard to help our law
enforcement in our border commu-
nities. You know what the Customs
and Border Patrol did under the Biden
administration? They dropped off 16
people, including kids, in the middle of
a park in a small community 80 miles
north of the border, Gila Bend, Ari-
zona.

They don’t have a shelter; they don’t
have a hospital there. They have noth-
ing. The mayor and his wife had to bor-
row a van to transport these people to
a Phoenix shelter. Now, what kind of
President does that?

If this happened, if these unaccom-
panied children were just left to be
handled by cartels, by a U.S. citizen,
that U.S. citizen would be charged with
child abuse and be in prison right now.
This is unconscionable, and it needs to
stop now.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I thank
the gentlewoman for that passion. She
is right, she has been there, and she
sees it herself.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. NEHLS), who represents the 22nd
Congressional District and will bring
another border State perspective. He
also knows a lot about law enforce-
ment.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, for
weeks now our country has witnessed
the never-ending horrific images and
stories from our southern border. We
have heard from Border Patrol that
they don’t have enough agents to se-
cure the southern border and babysit—
yves, babysit—the tens of thousands of
migrant children flooding across our
southern border. As a result, criminal
illegal aliens are slipping through un-
detected.

We are a nation of laws and law and
order, or at least we used to be. Ever
since this current administration as-
sumed control of the White House,
there has been an outright refusal—
yes, refusal—to put the American peo-
ple first and address the crisis at our
southern border.

The administration’s inactions will
cost American lives, will cost billions
of taxpayer dollars, and once again put
the responsibility of the Federal Gov-
ernment on individual States.

I know this. I dealt with it firsthand
as a sheriff in Fort Bend County,
Texas. I had to tell dozens of residents
in my home county whose homes were
burglarized by a ring of illegal aliens
from Honduras and Colombia that
many of the illegal aliens had been de-
ported multiple times.

In January of 2020, in my office, I had
to sit and tell a son whose mother was
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killed in a hit and run that the illegal
alien that ran his mother over had
been deported six—yes, six—times
prior. That fellow right there.

Madam Speaker, enough is enough.
End this crisis. Put the American peo-
ple first and secure our southern bor-
der.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I am so
grateful for those comments and for
the gentleman’s expertise. This passion
that you see, Madam Speaker, is de-
served. We are so concerned that the
President doesn’t share it, and that is
what you are hearing echoed over and
over tonight.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. TAYLOR), who
represents the Third District.

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, as 1
walked through rows and rows of chil-
dren who had just made a long and dan-
gerous journey to Texas’ southern bor-
der sitting on cots in a crowded room
three times the size of the room that
we are in right now, it has never been
more clear to me than right there that
illegal immigration benefits no one.

I have witnessed the heartbreaking
conditions inside these emergency in-
take sites. In the words of one facility
commander, the volunteers and staff
that were working there tirelessly,
they were operating under a crisis level
of care. A crisis level of care. There is
no doubt that we are facing a humani-
tarian crisis, a health crisis, and a na-
tional security crisis, all of great pro-
portions.

We didn’t get here overnight. The
Biden-Harris administration made a
reckless decision, choosing to overturn
policies implemented by President
Trump. But those policies were work-
ing, and the Biden-Harris administra-
tion had no replacement policy, no
strategy, no plan to replace it.

During my visit to this facility in
north Texas, I listened to the stories of
cartels and coyotes advertising that
they could get your children across the
U.S. border on television. That is right.
The cartels are advertising on tele-
vision that they can get children smug-
gled across our southern border.

By stopping construction and the
strategic importance of the border wall
and rescinding the remain in Mexico
policy, President Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Harris are sending a clear mes-
sage: If you come to the United States,
we will let you in.

Currently, as cartels are exploiting
this administration’s irresponsible
open border policies, the cartels are
raking in roughly $14 million a day.
That is right, you heard me correctly.
$14 million a day going straight into
the hands of criminals because of the
reckless policy decisions of the Biden
administration.

If that statistic isn’t enough on its
own, DHS is projecting 117,000 children
without their parents will arrive at the
border this year alone. That is a 45 per-
cent increase over the highest we have
ever had.

Madam Speaker, this is a crisis, and
this administration and Democrats in
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Congress need to call it just that and
fix it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I thank
the gentleman for that perspective
from Texas again. So we’ve got Texas
and Arizona. Madam Speaker, we are
going to move a little further west, all
the way west to California.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARCIA), who represents the
25th District there.

Mr. GARCIA of California. I thank
Mr. JOHNSON for hosting this very im-
portant Special Order hour.

I rise today to share my concerns
about our crisis at the southern border.
As a first-generation American, I un-
derstand the opportunities that this
Nation provides and why every human
being on this planet should want to
come to the United States. I am a prod-
uct of the American Dream, but I also
value the law. I value law and order.

The first step in fixing our broken
immigration system must be securing
our border. In March we saw over
172,000 migrants attempt to illegally
cross our border. That is a 71 percent
increase in just one month.

The Biden administration continues
to fail to address this crisis. This is no
doubt a product of the Biden adminis-
tration’s policy, but make no mistake,
this is now our collective problem. It is
affecting our local neighborhoods, it is
affecting our governments, it is affect-
ing those who have come here legally,
who are now being cut in front of by
folks who are breaking the law to come
here.

Communities in border towns are
stretched thin and running low on local
resources as more migrants flood their
communities. This isn’t just about the
border. The crisis impacts all of us
across America, including my district,
the beautiful 256th District, where we
see a rise in crime tied to illegal immi-
gration and human trafficking. This is
being aggravated by the defund the po-
lice movement.

The crisis at our border is about se-
curity. It is about safety, and it is
about humanity. No human being
should be experiencing in their entire
lifetime what hundreds of thousands of
humans are experiencing right now at
our own southern border.

Let me be clear. We can be a wel-
coming nation, but we can also be a na-
tion that abides by its own laws and
enforces them simultaneously. We need
to secure the border, provide the re-
sources to our Border Patrol agents,
and stop incentivizing people to come
here illegally. When we do those
things, we can address the rest of our
problems.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I thank
the gentleman for that compelling tes-
timony from a first-generation Amer-
ican. That is meaningful. We prize im-
migration, the legal kind. We believe
in the rule of law, and that is what
maintains order.

I yield to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. CAWTHORN), the youngest
Member of Congress, but he is wise be-
yond his years.
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Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaker, if
Americans like what Democrats did for
Baltimore, then they will love what
Democrats will do for the planet.

The Biden infrastructure bill and the
stimulus bill before it shows that
Democrats are more interested in
transforming our Nation’s definitions
of words than they are our physical in-
frastructure of roads and bridges. We
need to cut government waste, not cre-
ate more.

And now the left wants to drag the
Green New Deal through America’s
back door without any regard for the
wishes of millions of Americans. Make
no mistake, this infrastructure pro-
posal is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. It is
a Socialist wish list disguised as a
roads and bridges initiative.

This is exactly what Democrats have
been doing since the day I was sworn
in. They know that America is in des-
perate need of infrastructure reform,
and they know that Republicans and
Americans nationwide would vote for a
commonsense infrastructure proposal,
but have they proposed such an initia-
tive? Absolutely not.
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They will pretend that this legisla-
tion deals with infrastructure, and
then they will stand on the steps of
their multimillion-dollar mansions and
decry any votes against their Trojan
horse of a bill.

Americans are fed up. Why aren’t we
passing legislation that does what it
claims to be doing? Why are my col-
leagues on the left so excited to pre-
tend critical race theory is the same as
critically needed roads?

Let’s dispense between this false
equivalency. Let’s build bridges, not
just the physical but actual bipartisan
bridges here in Congress. Why aren’t
we working together on the pitifully
few issues that we still happen to agree
on these days?

I am wondering. My constituents are
wondering. America is wondering.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank Mr. CAWTHORN for
that perspective.

Madam Speaker, I will move briskly
because we have a lot of Members, as
you can see, who are passionate about
these issues and want to weigh in to-
night.

I yield to the gentleman from the
First District of the great State of Ala-
bama (Mr. CARL), who will take the po-
dium here.

Mr. CARL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my concern for the
unprecedented crisis at our southern
border because of the Biden adminis-
tration’s reckless open-border policy
and failure to enforce our Nation’s im-
migration laws.

We are seeing thousands of illegal
immigrants crossing the border every
single day, and there is no sign of let-
ting up. The President and the Vice
President are nowhere to be found.

That is not leadership. We need lead-
ership. We have a crisis at the border,
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and leadership, we are making a call
for help, please.

The Vice President was appointed as
the border czar weeks ago and has yet
to take a single trip to the southern
border. That is unacceptable.

We must have strong border protec-
tion for the health, safety, and security
of American citizens. It is time for this
administration and the far left to put
America first by enforcing our immi-
gration laws and putting an end to this
horrific crisis at our southern border.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX).

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Louisiana for yield-
ing and for holding this Special Order
tonight.

The American people are frightened
by what they are seeing unfold at the
southern border. That fear is real, and
it is only amplified by an administra-
tion that has chosen to sit back and do
absolutely nothing.

For months, the Biden administra-
tion has struggled to decide what to
call this situation, often scrambling to
find the newest and less severe syn-
onym to the word ‘‘crisis.” The word
‘‘crisis’ suits this situation perfectly,
but apparently, that word is too harsh,
according to the White House.

Pretty soon, this administration
won’t have any words left to use, and
they will accept the reality that they
need to own up to the crisis they cre-
ated.

Republicans are not interested in let-
ting complacency take hold while the
country we love is left open and vulner-
able and changed forever. We will con-
tinue to call out this administration
for its failures, and we will continue to
fight to protect America and its citi-
zens.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from North Carolina for her remarks,
and we do call out the administration.
That is what this Special Order is all
about.

I yield to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee’s Second District (Mr.
BURCHETT).

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
thank Vice Chairman JOHNSON for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, the crisis at the
southern border is a problem of the
Biden administration’s own creation.
As soon as they took office, the Biden
administration slapped an ‘‘open for
business’ sign on our southern border.
They scrapped commonsense immigra-
tion policies that were Kkeeping our
country secure. Now, our southern bor-
der is overwhelmed with immigrants
who expect to enter the country with-
out proper vetting.

Hiding among those massive crowds
of people are drug smugglers, child
traffickers, and terrorists who have no
intention of ©positively impacting
American communities.

We need to know who is coming into
our country and why, for the sake of
national security.
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Ironically, even though Joe Biden
and KAMALA HARRIS decried this prac-
tice, children are still being packed
into overcrowded detention facilities
and sleeping in cages. They were out-
raged about this back when they were
campaigning for President, but now
they are actually silent on the issue.

We need to get back to the successful
border security policies of the Trump
administration, including construction
of our border wall. I am an original co-
sponsor of the Finish the Wall Act,
which would resume construction of
the border wall and make it more dif-
ficult for folks, especially the bad ac-
tors, to cross the southern border ille-
gally.

House Republicans are ready to se-
cure the border, and I am proud to join
my colleagues on the floor this evening
to call out the Biden administration’s
ongoing inaction. If President Biden is
not physically or mentally capable of
addressing this problem, he should step
down.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Tennessee for those bold words, and he
is right. I think that expresses the sen-
timent of a lot of Americans.

I yield to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. GIMENEZ), who knows a lot about
immigration as well as infrastructure
because he is a former fire chief and
mayor and now a Member of Congress.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, over
the past several weeks, I have joined
Leader MCCARTHY and House Homeland
Security Committee Republicans on
two separate trips to our southern bor-
der. What I saw on the ground is heart-
breaking: countless unaccompanied mi-
nors, often very young girls, left at the
hands of international cartels, many of
them violated; migrants packed into
cramped processing facilities; and sei-
zures of illicit narcotics being traf-
ficked into the United States.

Unfortunately, the Biden-Harris
White House has drastically shifted
from the previous administration’s
policies on immigration and border se-
curity through executive order. At no
point during the crafting of these exec-
utive orders were congressional Repub-
licans consulted, nor have Republicans
had a proper venue for input on plans
from the White House. The result? Day
by day, the crisis along our southern
border is getting worse.

It has been a month since President
Biden named our Vice President,
KAMALA HARRIS, as the border czar.
What have we seen so far? Zero media
appearances about the border, no press
conferences, no trips to the border,
radio silence for the Vice President.

She said she is going to the Northern
Triangle to meet with Guatemalans
and Hondurans. She doesn’t need to.
She can come to the southern border
and talk directly to Guatemalans and
Hondurans, and migrants from many
other countries, while they are ille-
gally crossing the border.

While she is at it, Vice President
HARRIS should speak with Customs and
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Border Protection agents who are on
the ground handling the situation in-
stead of Federal bureaucrats sitting in
their offices in Washington.

As an immigrant, I call on Vice
President HARRIS to do her job and fix
this crisis.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
speaking with such authority.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania’s Ninth Dis-
trict (Mr. MEUSER).

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend, the gentleman from
Louisiana, Vice Chair MIKE JOHNSON,
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, we can all agree our
Nation’s transportation and infrastruc-
ture system is in need of investment to
improve our quality of life and eco-
nomic competitiveness. Very unfortu-
nately, the Biden administration has
thus far chosen a go-it-alone approach
in solving this problem with a $2.3 tril-
lion proposal, whereby less than 8 per-
cent would go toward improving our
Nation’s roads, bridges, highways, air-
ports, ports, and waterways, tradi-
tional infrastructure.

The rest is filled with provisions that
have nothing to do with traditional
T&I as we all know it, including $173
billion for electric cars and car elec-
trical ports for powering; $400 billion to
expand Medicaid programs, which is
not infrastructure; and hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars to implement provi-
sions of the Green New Deal.

As a means to pay for it, the Biden
administration and Democratic leader-
ship plan to raise taxes by over $2 tril-
lion. At a time when our economy is in
recovery, and we are supposed to be on
the side of American manufacturing
and repatriating jobs, bringing these
companies back to America, the idea of
significant tax increases is another up-
side-down policy and will certainly not
attract business but only export them.

Additionally, our infrastructure plan
needs to be supplemented by private
capital investment. That is where ac-
countability comes from. That is why I
plan to introduce the Infrastructure
Bank for America Act, which would
add to existing government funding
with private investment, increasing ac-
cess to capital for worthy infrastruc-
ture projects that deliver on R&I and
deliver value to the American people at
a fraction of the cost to the taxpayer.

Contrary to the Biden infrastructure
plan, IBA investments would not be re-
stricted and would help finance surface
transportation projects, grid security,
broadband, and revitalization of cities
and towns across America and my dis-
trict.

Thus far, the Biden administration
has failed to reach across the aisle in a
meaningful way to accomplish any-
thing. We should unite to fix our roads,
bridges, highways, airports, and other
gateways to growth and innovation,
not exploit this opportunity and pass a
$2 trillion liberal wish list that will
raise taxes, impose Green New Deal
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mandates, and add trillions to our na-
tional debt.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
mentioning just one of the many Re-
publican ideas we have. And as he said,
we are not there at the table.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee’s Sixth District
(Mr. ROSE).

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to a critical
need for infrastructure for all of Amer-
ica, and especially in my home State of
Tennessee.

I believe it is past time that we build
new transportation systems and refur-
bish structures to accommodate our
modern economy and our growing
workforce. I am a strong proponent of
fixing our crumbling roads and bridges
and expanding access to broadband
internet in unserved areas.

In Tennessee, over half a million
residents only have access to one inter-
net service provider, and 274,000 Ten-
nesseans still have no access at their
place of residence. These are real infra-
structure projects that desperately
need our attention.

Unfortunately, President Biden’s
most recent multitrillion-dollar give-
away has little to do with actual infra-
structure, with only 6 percent of this
bill going to projects that fund roads,
bridges, or highways.

Even if we use the most expanded
definition of infrastructure, which
might include upgrading wastewater
and drinking water systems, expanding
high-speed broadband internet service
to 100 percent of the Nation, modern-
izing the electric grid, and improving
infrastructure resilience, infrastruc-
ture in this plan is only 24 percent of
its total cost.

President Biden is attempting to re-
define infrastructure to include all of
the Democratic Party’s pet projects
and extreme priorities. In this case, it
means enacting Green New Deal-style
programs and implementing job-killing
tax hikes on Americans and their busi-
nesses.

Since this proposal has little to do
with infrastructure and grossly inflates
the number of jobs it would actually
create, we should call this proposal
what it really is, a con job.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, it is a con job, indeed.

Madam Speaker, may I inquire how
much time I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Louisiana has 32 minutes
remaining.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Michigan’s First District (Mr.
BERGMAN), who is the highest ranked
military officer ever elected to the
United States Congress and also my
dear friend and classmate.

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I
thank Representative JOHNSON for
yielding. It is an honor to be here on
the floor with him tonight.

Our country recognizes leadership at
all levels, regardless of party ideology,
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and I see here on the floor real leader-
ship, committed leadership.

I rise today to express deep concern
for the state of our Nation’s southern
border. Words matter, and it is time we
start calling this situation what it
really is: a crisis. In simple words, it is
what it is. Don’t try to paint it in
many different ways.

President Biden has invited this cri-
sis through his words and in his execu-
tive actions, including terminating
construction of the wall on our south-
ern border.

We need real leadership now. Now is
not the time to be hiding. We need the
leaders to step out and step up. It is
time to put up and put out the political
gamesmanship, put that all behind us
and take a serious look at what is hap-
pening on the southern border. When I
say a serious look, I mean that lit-
erally.

Vice President HARRIS, let alone
President Biden, has yet to visit the
border since being charged with ad-
dressing the crisis there. The United
States is and must always remain a
free and welcoming Nation.

We are all immigrants. We are immi-
grants by generations who came here
for one of two reasons, for an oppor-
tunity or fleeing persecution. That
hasn’t changed.
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We are also, and by all standards
measured, a Nation of law and order,
and our laws must be followed.

Madam Speaker, I urge Congress to
take up critical legislation, such as
Representative ANDY BIGGS’ Stopping
Border Surges Act and Representative
JEFF DUNCAN’s H.R. 88, Build up Illegal
Line Defenses with Assets Lawfully
Lifted Act of 2021. These bills will
begin to address the root cause of our
immigration issues.

In addition, the bureaucracies here in
D.C. can play a positive role, such as
Department of Labor and DHS. They
can help. Because when you look at
those who seek to come here legally
and work as guest workers, we can
bring good people from around the
world here through the H2B and H2A
programs. They do not seek permanent
status; they come here to work, and
they go home. The bureaucracies can
get involved to help good, legal immi-
gration occur after you separate out
the guest worker programs.

Madam Speaker, we can secure our
border, protect those wishing to come
here legally, and crack down on those
who wish to do us harm—and I mean,
crack down on those who wish to do us
harm. It is time this body gets to work
to address this critical issue imme-
diately.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the general. I appre-
ciate that so much.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-

tleman from Indiana (Mr. BAIRD),
Fourth District, another American
hero, another hero of mine, a gen-

tleman who sacrificially served his
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country and deserves to speak here to-
night and has great insight for us.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Louisiana for yield-
ing. I appreciate the opportunity to be
here.

Madam Speaker, this evening I really
rise to voice my concerns over the
President’s $2 trillion infrastructure
plan.

One concern is the steep price tag,
but a bigger concern is what the ad-
ministration is trying to classify as in-
frastructure. These attempts from
some on the other side of the aisle to
classify their partisan priorities as in-
frastructure, is inexcusable and it is ir-
responsible.

The President is asking American
taxpayers to fork over $2 trillion. If the
President is asking Americans to make
a substantial investment, it is Con-
gress’ responsibility to ensure that
these tax dollars are spent wisely.

Unfortunately, the President’s pro-
posed bill doesn’t do this. How can it be
infrastructure legislation when less
than 6 percent goes to roads and
bridges and less than 5 percent goes to
broadband infrastructure?

There is a true need for infrastruc-
ture. For instance, in my district, our
rural communities need help getting
their last mile of broadband. This pan-
demic has proven that high speed
broadband must be addressed.

Madam Speaker, I hope we can re-
move the partisan approach to this bill
and solve the real infrastructure chal-
lenges of our country.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank my friend. It is so sad
that broadband needs are not being
met because politics are in the way.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today with se-
rious reservations about the proposed
infrastructure policies coming before
this body.

Every Member in Congress represents
a district with infrastructure needs.
Urban or rural, conservative or liberal,
we all represent communities that
have dire infrastructure needs we
should be addressing.

That is why President Biden’s recent
discussion about infrastructure, along
with his comments about wanting to
establish a bipartisan legislative effort
were encouraging.

Unfortunately, none of this would
come to fruition. We didn’t see a bipar-
tisan push. We didn’t see significant
input taken from Members and Sen-
ators on our side of the aisle. We didn’t
see a willingness to want to work to-
gether.

The $2.2 trillion plan wasn’t released
after significant back-and-forth discus-
sions. No, it was released after develop-
ment by the White House and then
pushed out in a media blitz.

As anticipated, the package was a
partisan exercise. Just 5 percent goes
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to repairing roads and bridges. As the
core definition of infrastructure, there
is very little attention shown. Only 1
percent goes to airports. Other coun-
tries around the world continue to
build state-of-the-art airports, as air-
ports here in the United States strug-
gle to keep up with demand. Ports and
inland waterways, an issue important
to me as the representative of two
major seaports, is even more astound-
ing. Just one percent of this bill goes
to ports and inland waterways. Ridicu-
lous.

Now is the time for real infrastruc-
ture investments, but this isn’t the
plan Americans need.

I urge my colleagues to start from
scratch and focus on the real issue
here: Our Nation’s infrastructure
needs.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman so
much for that.

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to go
back across the country again to the
great State of California’s Eighth Dis-
trict. I yield to the gentleman from
California (Mr. OBERNOLTE).

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Madam Speaker,
infrastructure is a bipartisan issue. We
all agree that one of the primary func-
tions of government is to provide for
the people collectively what they are
unable to individually provide for
themselves. I am talking about things
like highways and roads and dams and
harbors and airports. Things that rep-
resent long-term investments in the fu-
ture of our country.

Unfortunately, the infrastructure
package we are currently considering
only devotes 12 percent of the over $2
trillion of spending to infrastructure
projects like those.

To give you some egregious exam-
ples, the proposed infrastructure pack-
age devotes substantially more money
to subsidizing the purchase of electric
vehicles than it does to building the
roads and the highways that those ve-
hicles would drive on.

The proposed infrastructure package
devotes over ten times as much money
to expansion of Medicaid than it does
to the construction of water infrastruc-
ture, of dams and of airports put to-
gether.

It is not to say that these other
projects are without merit, but the
problem is that almost every dollar of
this spending contributes to our na-
tional debt. That means that we need
to consider only the projects that rep-
resent a true, long-term investment in
our country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
pare this package down to the projects
that accomplish exactly that.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
that California perspective.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMP-
SON), the Republican leader of the
House Agriculture Committee.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today to dis-
cuss the Democrat’s infrastructure bill.

We have seen a lot in the news over
the last few weeks about President
Biden’s not-so-much infrastructure
plan. There is so much unrelated pork
in this bill that even Washington re-
porters are hesitant to call it an infra-
structure plan.

When we think of the word ‘‘infra-
structure,” we think roads, bridges,
highways. We can expand further and
think of ports, waterways, and air-
ports. Democrats so-called infrastruc-
ture plan is not really about infra-
structure—6 percent is allocated to
roads, bridges, and highways, and a
mere 2 percent for airways, waterways,
and ports. Together, we are just barely
getting to 8 percent of the $2.3 trillion
plan to focus on infrastructure.

But what is the rest focused on? Well,
it is a wish list of Progressive policies
and it is an excuse for Democrats to
give $600 billion—over half a trillion
dollars—to the Green New Deal.

While I believe there is an oppor-
tunity for bipartisanship—a successful
infrastructure bill must be bipartisan—
the majority must be willing to make
reasonable concessions to address our
reasonable concerns. If we do this
right, it should look like a bill that we
wrote together.

This bill has the chance to fix our in-
frastructure, provide jobs, and jump-
start our economy following COVID-19,
but it will only succeed if Democrats
choose to include Republicans and
bring us to the table.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman. That
went so well, I think we will stay in
the State of Pennsylvania, going to the
12th District.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. KEL-
LER).

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Louisiana
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, improving Amer-
ica’s infrastructure should be bipar-
tisan. Revitalizing our Nation’s roads
and bridges, delivering broadband to
rural America, and working together
to build a more connected society are
all things we can and should strive to
accomplish.

The Biden administration’s so-called
infrastructure plan is not infrastruc-
ture, and it is definitely not bipartisan.
Less than 2 months removed from the
last multi-trillion-dollar bill, the
American people are about to be sad-
dled with another massive tax-and-
spend package—this time with a price
tag of $2.3 trillion and a bag of empty
promises.

With only a fraction of the $2.3 tril-
lion going toward things like roads,
bridges, waterways, dams, airports, and
broadband, the majority of the plan is
instead filled with non-infrastructure
items.

Case in point: Joe Biden spends 74
percent more of your money on sub-
sidies for electric vehicles than it allo-
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cates for rural broadband. It is ironic
that Washington Democrats talk about
improving infrastructure while simul-
taneously working to dismantle and
eliminate American energy jobs. Make
no mistake, it takes American energy
to build American infrastructure.

While Washington Democrats talk
about improvements to American in-
frastructure, they fail to recognize
that Biden’s $2.3 trillion plan is not the
answer. Instead, we must embrace
America’s domestic energy industry,
which has made greater strides in in-
vesting in our Nation’s infrastructure
than Joe Biden’s wasteful spending
plans ever could.

If Joe Biden truly believes this is an
infrastructure package, it is evidence
that he has been in Washington, D.C.,
for far too long.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman. And
he has indeed been in Washington too
long.

Madam Speaker, there is a common
denominator tonight. The crisis at the
border and the problems with the infra-
structure package were both entirely
created by the Biden administration.

They were both thus completely
avoidable, completely predictable, and
they have done and are doing an ex-
traordinary disservice and real damage
to the American people.

We ask, again, of all of our Democrat
colleagues and President Biden and his
administration, please, please, for the
sake of our country, put the partisan-
ship aside. Let’s govern with common
sense, let’s fix these problems before
they become so great that we are un-
able to do so.

Madam Speaker, we end the Special
Order, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT BY EDUCATION
LEVEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
this is going to be one of those eve-
nings where you have a lot of things to
share, but they are actually really
about two subjects. And I am going to
ask us to try to think about things a
little bit differently. And as is my bad
habit, I brought a number of charts to
just try to get our heads around it.

Some of what I am going to share to-
night—I am going to try to dial back
the sarcasm, but we have got to get our
heads around facts and reality.

One of the first things I want to go
through is what we did employment-
wise, who got hurt during this last
year.

Our brothers and sisters who have
sort of less-than-a-high-school edu-
cation, if you see this green chart right
there, this is sort of talking about the
unemployment levels for those who are
lower on education.
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You have got to understand, this last
year was absolutely crushing to our
brothers and sisters who really either
didn’t graduate high school or barely
graduated high school. Their value
that they sell is their labor. And the
numbers are still just really, really
high. Look at the disproportion be-
tween those of us who have bachelor’s
degrees or graduate degrees. We had a
blip, but not much of one.

Individuals here who didn’t graduate
high school, they are getting their
heads kicked in, and they still are. So
we are going to talk about some of the
policy going around us.
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And the next part is, it is beyond just
unemployment. For those of us in the
Joint Economic Committee, those on
Ways and Means, those who actually
pay attention to the numbers, the U-6,
and all these things put out by the
Labor Department, the real number we
need to pay attention to is actually
something called labor force participa-
tion.

What does it mean when someone is
not in the labor force with their skill
sets, age?

Their attachment to work gets
broader and more difficult to reattach.
Their ability to climb to a supervisor
or watch their pay go up gets really
damaged.

And on this one, do you see this line
down here?

We are, right now, seeing some labor
force participation by education levels.
For those who didn’t finish high
school, half of them aren’t in the labor
force.

Do you understand what is going on
right now with what we would tradi-
tionally refer to as the working poor,
except they are not working?

Now, part of this is because of the ab-
surd policies we have engaged in. What
happens when you make public policy
by your heart, by feelings, instead of
math, instead of facts, instead of ac-
tual compassion that understands what
makes someone’s life better?

We just financed keeping people out
of the labor force.

Do you understand? Do we under-
stand? Do we understand? As a body, do
we understand what we just did to the
future earning powers of those individ-
uals that we incentivized not to be in
the labor force?

And we are already seeing it.

Was the goal here to make these indi-
viduals permanently poor?

Because that is what we are accom-
plishing right now.

So, obviously, because the rhetoric
around here, particularly from the left,
is that they care about the working
poor, we would be seeing public policy
that actually takes care and helps the
working poor, makes the value of their
labor more valuable.

What is the single number one thing
that crushes the labor value of the
working poor?

It turns out—and we were a little
surprised, but we did a bunch of re-
search—it is when you have an open
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